
February Newsletter 
 
President’s Message 
Thanks to all members who have helped run four carnivals to date. 
 
The Club, all sections and members, have been commended for their work – on the 
beach, on the water, setup/pull down and the willingness and team work we exhibit.  
Thanks to all. 
 
We launched our new boat and named it after Bill Gowenlock, the retiring CEO from 
sponsors Manly Warringah Credit Union.    
 
All sections of the Club are preparing for the upcoming championships and the results 
of carnivals to date are on our website. 
 
Our patrols are going well and to date we have had two inspections with maximum 
points of 200 to Natalie Bayly and her patrol twice – well done! 
 
John Hoffman and his patrol gained the Branch Rescue of the Month in November for a 
successful spinal rescue.  Another successful spinal rescue was performed at our 
nipper carnival and the Club again nominated to the Branch for Rescue of the Month in 
December. 
 
At the Masters last Saturday Ed Riley and his patrol successfully resuscitated a 
competitor and will be nominated for the January award. 
 
Great training produces great results and very complimentary comments for this rescue 
are coming to Ed, Jim Ashton, the older members on patrol and the Monte girls – well 
done all. 
 
In training, Paul Taylor and his team continue to train young and older lifesavers.  If you 
wish to do any awards, plese contact Paul who will help. 
 
Best of luck to ALL competitors in the upcoming championships. 
 
Great surfing 
David Piper, OAM 

 
Nippers 
Thank you to the nipper parents (and nippers) that worked on the BBQ at Queenscliff’s 
annual carnival on 9th January and the Branch Championships on 31st January, your 
help is most appreciated. 
 
A reminder that nippers branch carnival is on this Saturday 6th February at Queenscliff 
beach (weather permitting) and normal nippers on Sunday 7th February. Your age 
manager will contact you with details.  



Nipper club championships are on Sunday 14th February - starting at 9.00am. 
 
Nipper state carnival will be on 19th-21st February at Swansea Belmont. 
 
State Representatives 
Once again Laura Shorter and Ben Atkinson were selected in the successful NSW Surf 
Lifesaving State Team at the Interstate series at Collaroy on 25th January. 
We are proud of both our long standing members who can be seen on the beach 
passing on their skills to our younger members. 
 
Cunningham Property Scholarships 
For the first year we offered the Cunningham Property Scholarship, initially valued at 
$2500. 
Four finalists were interviewed and John Cunningham was so impressed, he handed 
out two $2000 university scholarships to Laura Shorter and Saxon Bird.  Both are great 
club members and competitors, as well as being good students doing teaching and 
business studies. 
 
An anonymous donor put up another $1000, with $500 each awarded to Scott Barlow 
and Adam Shearsby, with both members doing well in their studies. 
 
We are committed to continuing this.  It is a great Club initiative sponsored by 
Cunninghams Property. 
 
Balgowlah RSL Swimming Scholarships 
Another initiative from our long term sponsor and we have handed out over $3500 this 
season. 
Nominations are called for the second and final allocation this season. 
Please submit these in writing by 28th February, setting out basic success for the Club 
this season and monthly fees. 
 
TAFE Scholarships 
Brian Rignall was successful in gaining his TAFE scholarship for a Harbour Pilot course. 
This is another initiative of the Club, handled by the Branch. 
 
Security 
With the sun going down earlier, security will be a continuing problem. 
If you are leaving the Club after 8.00pm, please lock all shed doors and the foyer 
beachfront doors.  Please put all foamies, boards and skis away. 
It is, after all, your equipment you’re looking after. 
 
Aussie Championships 2013-2014  
You will hear the Branch is nominating the Queenscliff-Manly beachfront to conduct the 
Australian Championships in 2013 and 2014. 
The nomination is being sponsored by the Branch, who will assume responsibility for its 
conduct. 



 
85th Year Photo 
At the Club Championships/Christmas Day a photo was taken of all members present. 
It is being enlarged for framing, but an initial photo is on the Notice Board outside the 
clothing store. 
 
Gym 
The committee has approved the replacement of three training rowing ergs for the gym 
in accordance with our policy of upgrading and replacing equipment on an ongoing 
basis. 
 
T.Y.R. 
For the second year, our costume/clothing supplier has donated a new nipper board, 
which will be allocated to a club member. 
 
Ivanhoe Hotel 
Graham Lugsdin, our grants/sponsorship manager, is busily gaining support for the 
Club.  The boat crews conducted a BBQ at the Ivanhoe on Australia Day. 
 
Bunnings 
Our IRB teams have held their second BBQ at Bunnings.  This is to raise funds for the 
running of the IRBs and for the State and Australian Championships. 
 
IRB Aussies 
These will be held in Tasmania on 18th April.  Club patrolling member and Federal 
Opposition Leader, Tony Abbott, has assured IRB captain, Jason Elkins, that global 
warming will have absolutely no effect on the water temperature in the Apple Isle.  If you 
have ever swum in Tassie, at any time of the year, you will note nothing affects the 
water temperature – it is always cold. 
 
U12 and U13 at Aussies 
There is a move to introduce U12 and U13 competition one week before the main 
competition at Aussies from 2012.  More about this as it emerges. 
 
Masters Branch postponed events 
The events postponed at the Branch on Saturday after the resuscitation mentioned, will 
now be held at our beach on the Saturday after the Australians. 
 
Branch 50 year dinner 
On the 1st May the Branch will hold a gala dinner at the Manly Novotel Hotel to 
celebrate 50 years. The Club will be taking two tables of 10 and will host our current six 
Branch Life Members and their partners, together with John Saxby’s widow, Noeleen. 
 
If you are also interested in attending, which we welcome, please contact David Piper, 
mobile 0411 012344.  Tickets are $150 each. 
 



Junior Lifesaver of the Year 
The Club was proud to nominate Olivia Kelleher as the Sydney Northern Beaches 
Junior Lifesaver of the Year. 
We are pleased to advise that Olivia was interviewed as a finalist. 
 
 
Sydney Water Series at Illawarra 
Grace Gurr – 1st place.  Well done, Grace. 
 
 
Beach News 
The Beach Team are continually improving and bringing home lots of medals. The team 
is now focusing on State and Aussies.  We have a very strong team both competitively 
and in team spirit.  We have received a number of comments from other clubs on our 
team spirit and uniforms. 
 
If you are interested in joining the team, contact Paul Hammond - email 
paul.hammond@cafga.com.au or be at the beach on Sunday mornings at 1030. 
 
Laura Shorter 
Laura is having a fantastic season with outstanding results. She is the fastest woman on 
sand in Australia and remains undefeated.   
 
Michael Gedz and Laura's hard work is paying off.  Achievements this season: 
 
    * Current Australian Open Womens Beach Sprint Champion, selected in National 
SLSA High Performance squad 2009/10. 
    * Selected in NSW Team 2009/10. 
    * Won all 4 rounds of the Sydney Water Series, overall beach champion. 
    * Won 2 rounds and final of East Coast Carnival on the Central Coast. 
    * Won NSW inter branch sprint and flags. 
    * Won Queenscliff carnival sprint and flags. 
    * Won Manly, Interstate and Freshwater carnivals sprint and flags. 
    * Branch champion, sprint and flags. 
 
Well done Laura. 
 
Good luck to all competitors at State Championships. 
 
 
SLSNSW 15-17 year old Opportunity Makers Workshop 
2 members from SLSSNB have the chance to attend this State Camp. 
Please contact sally@surflifesaving.net.au for a full application or visit 
www.surflifesaving.com.au Applications close Friday 26th February and should be sent 
to sally@surflifesaving.net.au or 2/5 Vuko Place Warriewood 2102. 
 



 
Grants & Sponsorships 
Big news this month is the successful grant application under the NSW Government 
Community Building Partnership - $30,000 towards the building and fit out of the new 
Lifeguards’ and First Aid Rooms next to the Patrol Shed on the promenade. 
 
We are now half way to the total funding required of $90,000 – if you can add to this; 
please see the Building Fund page on Queensie.com for donation options. 
 

 
 
Barry Antella presenting club sponsor RNC Global Projects MD, Diane Dromgold, with a framed patrol shirt featuring the RNC logo 
(along with co recipients North Steyne Committee members). 
 

Many thanks indeed to Novotel Manly Pacific for donating accommodation and 
breakfast to for two at the hotel (value over $500) – the voucher will be used in one of 
the Club’s raffles. Thanks also to Woolworths Warringah Mall for a small donation of 
$50 under the “Woolworths in the Community” program. 
 
Adobe have kindly donated over $3,000 worth of software to the Club, which will be a 
great help in designing soft and hard copy publications, and enhancing our online 
presence. 
 



The Club has received between $700 – $800 from the Boardies Day initiative. Many 
thanks to Gero Farruggio for organising his colleagues at Wood Mackenzie to 
participate and donate.  
 
Please consider taking up one of the Sponsorship and Donation opportunities outlined 
on the Sponsorship and Donations pages of the Club’s website and remember to 
support the Club’s sponsors whenever possible. 
 
 


